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WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep. John Olver (D-First District)&nbsp; announced                today that the U.S. Department of Education has awarded a $165,000                grant for a collaborative school-to-college transition program that                will bring together Berkshire Community College faculty and high                school teachers throughout Berkshire County.              

The three-year grant was awarded under the Department of Education's                Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Education (FIPSE).&nbsp;                During year one, BCC will receive $99,493.&nbsp;&nbsp; FIPSE's mission                is to support innovative and unconventional reform projects that                promise to be national models for the solution of problems in postsecondary                education. It funds some of the Department of Education's most competitive                and prestigious awards. It is staffed by members of the academic                community from institutions around the U.S. who are expert in their                fields.              

This FIPSE grant enables BCC to work with area high schools to                establish a two-week summer transition seminar for selected college                freshmen. The college will also initiate a semester long academic                support program providing academic skills and sustained early intervention.              

From an applicant pool of over 1,800 proposals, 68 grants were                awarded nationally, with Berkshire Community College as one of only                a handful of community colleges accepted for funding.              

"I am elated that BCC was selected among very few applicants nationwide                to develop and implement a summer curriculum program for at-risk                students, as well as a special semester program once students have                entered college.              

"While this project will have importance for postsecondary institutions                nationally, its primary intent is to provide an opportunity for                BCC to better serve the residents of Berkshire County and fulfill                its mission as a comprehensive community college, " Olver said.              

William D. Travis, Superintendent of Pittsfield Public Schools,                says of the latest BCC grant, "This prestigious award to Berkshire                Community College couldn't come at a better time. The future quality                of life in our country and world depends on having a more highly                skilled and educated citizenry. Educators need to find more ways                to encourage more students to continue with their education beyond                high school. With high school enrollment going up in Pittsfield                and in Berkshire County, the FIPSE program will enable this BCC/high                school collaborative to work intensively with those students who                are most anxious and uncertain about their abilities to succeed                with college level work."              

According to BCC President Barbara Viniar, "This grant strengthens                the collaborations we already have with county high schools. I am                also pleased that it will increase our ability to serve high school                students who might otherwise not have attended college."              

Faith Vosburgh, BCC Assistant Dean of Academic Affairs-Humanities,                will serve as the Project Director. Jean Walden and Christine Adams,                two of BCC's full time English faculty, have been designated as                coordinators. Eight other members of the college faculty and twelve                Berkshire County high school teachers from a variety of disciplines                will be involved directly in project activities over the three-year                grant period.              

The participation of Berkshire County high school teachers in the                project will be supported in part through local contributions from                the Berkshire Alliance for Secondary Education (BASE), the Berkshire                Tech Prep Consortium, and the Partnerships Advancing the Learning                of Mathematics and Science (Project PALMS) funded by the National                Science Foundation.             
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